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As the August 21 presidential elections in Mexico approach, nagging questions remain concerning
the commitment of President Carlos Salinas de Gortari's administration to ensure a completely
free and transparent election process. Meanwhile, the latest surveys of voter preferences appear to
indicate a tight race for the president's chair among the country's three top candidates: Cuauhtemoc
Cardenas of the Democratic Revolution Party (PRD), Diego Fernandez de Cevallos of the National
Action Party (PAN), and Ernesto Zedillo of the governing Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI).
Perhaps the most damaging development in recent months to the government's credibility
regarding commitment to a fair electoral process was the brief resignation on June 24 of Interior
Secretary Jorge Carpizo MacGregor. In a two-page letter, Carpizo charged that "many people in the
most diverse sectors" of Mexican politics were blocking his efforts to assure a clean and fair election
on Aug 21.
Carpizo declined to name specific individuals or to identify a political party, but many political
analysts say the Interior Secretary was referring to members of a hard-line faction of the PRI who
want to win the election at any cost. Nevertheless, on June 26, following pleas from President Salinas
and officials of the PRD and the PAN, Carpizo retracted his decision to resign and returned to his
post to oversee the elections.
Some political observers have suggested that, without Carpizo, President Salinas and the PRI would
be hard pressed to convince the public that the upcoming elections would be fair. "It's not that only
one man could do the job," said Jose Woldenberg, an independent member of the Federal Electoral
Institute (IFE). "But Carpizo has a symbolic effect: he projects the idea that the election will be clean.
Other people might not be able to do that."
Carpizo has helped implement changes, passed by the legislature, to assure fair elections, including
limits on campaign spending, more equitable access to the broadcast media, and the elimination of
PRI control over the IFE.
Notwithstanding Carpizo's decision to return to his post, PRD officials continue to challenge several
electoral procedures, which they say clearly benefit the PRI. In particular, PRD officials insist that
the final list of registered voters, released by the IFE on June 29, is deliberately inaccurate. According
to the list, 45.7 million Mexicans or about 96% of the eligible population has registered to vote in the
upcoming elections.
Despite the PRD claims, officials for the US company McKinsey which was hired to conduct an audit
of the voter rolls told reporters in early July the list appeared to be 97% accurate. On the other hand,
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McKinsey officials did say that faulty computer security measures could still allow the "integrity
of the lists" to be altered. Another area in which opposition parties have brought the PRI and the
government to task is equitable access to the broadcast media.
On July 8, the Civic Alliance Mexico's largest group of election observers met with President Salinas
to discuss concerns about news coverage by the Televisa and Television Azteca networks, which
they said was slanted toward the PRI. A day after the meeting between the Civic Alliance and
Salinas, Televisa announced plans to invite all nine presidential candidates, from parties large and
small, to make three 15-minute political broadcasts which would be shown repeatedly up to a week
before the elections.
Televisa, which is frequently accused of blatantly favoring the PRI, said it was offering the package
to all parties "in terms of strict equality" and would show the programs at different times to ensure
that they reach all audiences. Fernandez de Cevallos and Cardenas issued statements endorsing
the Televisa decision. However, Cardenas also said the move did not go far enough in ensuring
completely fair coverage. Meantime, public opinion polls taken less than two months before the
elections indicate a very tight race. While the polls show divergent results, depending on which
party commissioned the survey, there were some indications that PRI candidate Ernesto Zedillo and
the PRD's Cardenas had regained some of the support they forfeited after losing a televised debate
to Fernandez de Cevallos on May 12 .
Polls released by the newspapers Reforma and El Economista, the magazine Voz y Voto, and the
political organization Foundation for Democracy have reported Zedillo as the front-runner by
margins ranging from 41% to 63%. Polls released by the Alliance of Social Organizations (Alianza
de Organizaciones Sociales) and the Mexican Institute of Public Opinion (Instituto Mexicano de
Opinion Publica, IMOP) have reported Cardenas is ahead by a slim margin over Zedillo, but by a
wider margin over Fernandez de Cevallos. Finally, a poll taken by the Mori de Mexico organization
in late June reported that Fernandez de Cevallos maintained his lead at 30%, while support for
Zedillo has fallen to 23% from 27% in a previous poll in May. By the same token, Mori said support
for Cardenas had increased to 19% from 14% the month before.
On June 19, PRI secretary general Jose Francisco Ruiz Massieu told Reforma newspaper the party
recognizes the possibility of losing by a small margin in metropolitan areas such as Mexico City,
Guadalajara, and Hermosillo, but still expects to win the presidency. As the elections approach, the
campaigns of all three candidates have intensified. For his part, Zedillo's strategy in the final leg
of the campaign is to regain support among the electorate by focusing on economic issues. In early
June, for example, the PRI candidate unveiled a proposed 10-point economic package should he win
the elections, while at the same time Zedillo challenged Cardenas and Fernandez de Cevallos to
present their own economic plans. In his proposal, Zedillo pledged to boost the Mexican economic
growth rate to at least twice the population growth rate of 1.9% by 1995. Among other things, he
also promised to raise public investments by 25% during the first year of his term, promote greater
foreign investment in the Mexican economy, and establish a special investment fund created from
the combination of the government's existing contingency fund and from revenues obtained from
further privatization of public assets.
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Zedillo has accused Fernandez de Cevallos of lacking specific proposals for the Mexican economy.
But Fernandez de Cevallos has responded to this charge by saying he would like to discuss his
plan in the context of a public debate with Zedillo sometime in the weeks leading to the election.
Cardenas has not issued a specific proposal in response to Zedillo's challenge. But PRD economist
Ifigenia Martinez told reporters on June 20 that the economic agenda of the party and Cardenas
focuses on developing the agricultural and energy sectors, and on attracting private investments for
infrastructure and public works.
Meantime, analysts note that Cardenas has become much more aggressive by taking his campaign
to the streets in an attempt to regain the support lost after his lackluster performance in the May
debate. Cardenas had also suffered in May after the Zapatista National Liberation Army in Chiapas
publicly criticized his position on important issues. The debate and the guerrilla criticism had
allegedly led to a shift of voter support away from the PRD to other leftist candidates, such as Cecilia
Soto of the Workers Party (PT), Marcela Lombardo of the Popular Socialist Party (PPS), and Rafael
Aguilar Talamantes of the Cardenista Front for National Reconstruction (PFCRN).
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